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determined pursuant to §971.210 is com-
plete, the Administrator will distribute
a copy of the application to every Fed-
eral agency or department which, pur-
suant to section 103(e) of the Act, has
identified programs or activities with-
in its statutory responsibilities which
would be affected by the activities pro-
posed in the application (e.g., the De-
partments of State, Transportation,
Justice, Interior, Defense, Treasury
and Labor, as well as the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Federal
Trade Commission, International
Trade Administration and National
Science Foundation). Based on its legal
responsibilities and authorities, each
such agency or department may, not
later than 60 days after it receives a
copy of the application, recommend
certification of the application,
issuance or transfer of the permit, or
denial of such certification, issuance or
transfer. The advice or recommenda-
tion by the Attorney General or Fed-
eral Trade Commission on antitrust re-
view, pursuant to section 103(d) of the
Act, must be submitted within 90 days
after their receipt of a copy of the ap-
plication.

(b) NOAA will use this process of con-
sultation and cooperation to facilitate
necessary Federal decisions on pro-
posed commercial recovery activities,
pursuant to the mandate of section
103(e) of the Act to reduce the number
of separate actions required to satisfy
Federal agencies’ statutory respon-
sibilities. The Administrator will not
issue or transfer the permit during the
90 day period after receipt by the At-
torney General and the Federal Trade
Commission except upon written con-
firmation of the Attorney General and
the Federal Trade Commission that
neither intends to submit further com-
ments or recommendations with re-
spect to the application.

(c) In any case in which a Federal
agency or department recommends a
denial, it must set forth in detail the
manner in which the application does
not comply with any law or regulation
within its area of responsibility and
how the application may be amended,
or how TCRs might be added to the
permit, to assure compliance with such
law or regulation.
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(d) NOAA will cooperate with such
agencies and with the applicant with
the goal of resolving any concerns
raised and satisfying the statutory re-
sponsibilities of these agencies.

(e) If the Administrator decides to
issue or transfer a permit with respect
to which denial of the issuance or
transfer has been recommended by the
Attorney General or the Federal Trade
Commission, or to issue or transfer a
permit without imposing TCRs rec-
ommended by the Attorney General or
the Federal Trade Commission, as ap-
propriate, the Administrator will, be-
fore or at issuance or transfer of the
permit, notify the Attorney General
and the Federal Trade Commission of
the reasons for his decision.

§971.212 Public notice,
comment.

hearing and

(a) Notice and comments. The Adminis-
trator will publish in the FEDERAL
REGISTER, for each complete applica-
tion for issuance or transfer of a com-
mercial recovery permit, notice that
the application has been received. Sub-
ject to §971.802, interested persons will
be allowed to examine the materials
relevant to the application, and will
have at least 60 days after publication
of notice to submit written comments
to the Administrator.

(b) Hearings. After preparation of the
draft environmental impact statement
(EIS) on an application, the Adminis-
trator will hold a public hearing on the
application and the draft EIS in an ap-
propriate location and may employ ad-
ditional methods he/she deems appro-
priate to inform interested persons
about each application and to invite
comments thereon. A hearing will be
conducted in any State in which a
processing plant or any of its ancillary
facilities (such as a marine terminal or
a waste disposal facility) are proposed
to be located.

(c) If the Administrator determines
there exist one or more specific and
material factual issues which require
resolution by formal processes, at least
one formal hearing will be held in the
District of Columbia metropolitan area
in accordance with the provisions of
Subpart I of this part. The record de-
veloped in any such formal hearing will
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be part of the basis of the Administra-
tor’s decisions on an application.

(d) Hearings held pursuant to this
section and other procedures will be
consolidated, if practicable, with hear-
ings held and procedures employed by
other Federal and State agencies.

§971.213 Amendment to an applica-
tion.

After an application has been sub-
mitted to the Administrator, but be-
fore a determination is made on the
issuance or transfer of a permit, the
applicant must submit an amendment
to the application if there is a signifi-
cant change in the circumstances rep-
resented in the original application
which affects the requirements of this
subpart. Applicants should consult
with NOAA to determine if changes in
circumstances are sufficiently signifi-
cant to require submission of an
amendment. The application, as
amended, would then serve as the basis
for determinations by the Adminis-
trator under this part. For each
amendment judged by the Adminis-
trator to be significant, the Adminis-
trator will provide a copy of that
amendment to each other Federal
agency and department which received
a copy of the original application, and
also will provide for public notice,
hearing and comment on the amend-
ment pursuant to §971.212. After the
issuance or transfer of a permit, any
revision of the permit will be made
pursuant to §971.413. Any amendment
or modification which would cause
coastal zone effects substantially dif-
ferent than those originally reviewed
by the state agency would be subject to
Federal consistency review as pre-
scribed in 15 CFR part 930.

§971.214 Consolidated license and per-
mit procedures.[Reserved]

Subpart C—Certification of
Applications

§971.300 General.

(a) Certification is an intermediate
step between receipt of an application
for issuance or transfer of a permit and
actual issuance or transfer. It is a de-
termination which focuses on the eligi-
bility of the applicant.

15 CFR Ch. IX (1-1-03 Edition)

(b) Before the Administrator may
certify an application for issuance or
transfer of a permit, the Administrator
must determine that issuance of the
permit would not violate any of the re-
strictions in §971.103(b). The Adminis-
trator also must make written deter-
minations with respect to the require-
ments with respect to the requirements
set forth in §971.301.

(c) To the maximum extent possible,
the Administrator will endeavor to
complete certification within 100 days
after receipt of a complete application.
If final certification or denial of cer-
tification has not occurred within 100
days after receipt of the application,
the Administrator will inform the ap-
plicant in writing of the pending unre-
solved issues, the efforts to resolve
them, and an estimate of the time re-
quired to do so.

§971.301 Required findings.

Before the Administrator may certify
an application for a commercial recov-
ery permit, the Administrator must:

(a) Approve the size and location of
the commercial recovery area selected
by the applicant, and this approval will
occur unless the Administrator deter-
mines that (1) the area is not a logical
mining unit under §971.501, or (2) com-
mercial recovery activities in the pro-
posed area would result in a significant
adverse environmental effect which
cannot be avoided by imposition of rea-
sonable restrictions; and

(b) Find that the applicant—

(1) Has demonstrated that, upon
issuance or transfer of the permit, the
applicant will be financially respon-
sible to meet all obligations which may
be required to engage in its proposed
commercial recovery activities;

(2) Has demonstrated that, upon per-
mit issuance or transfer, it will pos-
sess, or have access to, the techno-
logical capability to engage in the pro-
posed commercial recovery;

(3) Has satisfactorily fulfilled all past
obligations under any license or permit
previously issued or transferred to the
applicant under the Act;

(4) Has a commercial recovery plan
which meets the requirements of
§971.203; and

(5) Has paid the permit fee specified
in §971.208.
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